[The antenatal diagnosis of Bonnevie-Ullrich's syndrome. The role of ultrasound (author's transl)].
The authors report four cases of Bonnevie-Ullrich's syndrome where the diagnosis was made by ultrasound. The typical picture is of a cystic retrocervical hygroma with generalised lymphoedema which is more marked in the lower limbs and on the backs of the hands and feet, together with ascites. This syndrome adds up to Turner's syndrome. The diagnosis was definite in one case because it was confirmed by amniocentesis with monosomy X caryotype. It is very likely that the three other cases were the same because the anatomo-pathological features of the external and internal genital organs showed that the baby was feminine. In two cases raised alpha-foetoprotein was found. The levels were 1000 micrograms/ml and 2100 micrograms/ml and the authors discuss the origin of the alpha-foetoprotein. It is advisable to terminate the pregnancies in these major forms of Turner's syndrome because they usually die in utero (in two cases) at different stages of the pregnancy.